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Editorial 
 

ETH researchers have built up an uncommon defensive layer made of cellulose that 

fundamentally decreases the development of fibrotic tissue around heart pacemaker inserts, as 

revealed in the recent concern of the diary Biomaterials. Their advancement could 

extraordinarily rearrange surgeries for patients with heart pacemakers.  

 

"Each pacemaker must be supplanted sooner or later. At the point when this opportunity arrives, 

commonly after around five years when the gadget's battery lapses, the patient needs to go 

through a medical procedure," clarifies Aldo Ferrari, Senior Scientist in ETH Professor Dimos 

Poulikakos' gathering and at Empa. "On the off chance that an excessive amount of fibrotic 

tissue has conformed to the pacemaker, it confuses the strategy," he clarifies. In such cases, the 

specialist needs to cut into and eliminate this overabundance tissue. Not exclusively does that 

delay the activity, it additionally builds the danger of entanglements, for example, disease.  

 

Microstructure decreases fibrotic tissue development  

 

To beat this issue, Ferrari and his partners at ETH Zurich spent the most recent couple of years 

building up a film with an uncommon surface design that is less helpful for the development of 

fibrotic tissue than the smooth metal surface of pacemakers. This layer has now been licensed 

and Ferrari is working with individual specialists at the Wyss Zurich research focus, the 

University of Zurich and the German Center of Cardiovascular Research in Berlin to make it 

market-prepared for use in patients.  

 

As a feature of this cycle, the examination consortium has now tried the film on pigs. In each 

pig, the researchers embedded two pacemakers, one of which was encompassed in the cellulose 

film.  

 

Following the one-year trial, the analysts can report positive outcomes: the pigs' bodies endure 



 

 

the layer and don't dismiss it. "This is a significant discovering in light of the fact that resistance 

is a center prerequisite for embed materials," Ferrari says. By and large, just a third as thick as 

the tissue that conformed to the unencapsulated pacemakers.  

 

Subsequent stage: Clinical preliminaries  

 

The researchers property this decrease in fibrotic tissue development in the principal stage to the 

actual material - cellulose is sinewy ordinarily. "When fibrotic tissue shapes, the primary stage is 

the testimony of proteins on a superficial level. A stringy layer surface blocks this interaction," 

clarifies Francesco Robotti, lead creator of the investigation and a researcher in ETH Professor 

Poulikakos' gathering. Another factor is that the specialists made the layer with honeycomb-like 

spaces in the surface, each estimating 10 micrometers in width. "These spaces make it hard for 

the cells that structure fibrotic tissue to stick to the surface - the second stage in the development 

measures," Robotti says.  

 

Since the material has demonstrated fruitful in creature preliminaries, the researchers intend to 

apply for endorsement for clinical preliminaries in people in association with the ETH turn off 

Hylomorph, which will be answerable for commercialisation of the film. The preliminaries are 

scheduled to begin one year from now at three enormous heart communities in Germany. 

 


